Occurrence of corrugated white patch lesions on lateral border of tongue in lymphoma patients during cytostatic treatment.
The question of whether or not there was an association between immunosuppression and occurrence of corrugated white patch lesions on the lateral border of the tongue was studied in 79 patients being treated for non-Hodgkin lymphoma or Hodgkin's disease. The mouths of 55 patients (mean age 47.8 years, 34 males, 21 females) were examined during periods of chemotherapy. All patients were HIV-seronegative. White non-removable lesions on the lateral margins of the tongue were noted in 27 patients (42.8%) 74 days after commencement of chemotherapy and 10 days after termination of medication. In 12 cases (44.4%) the lesions were bilateral. Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) DNA was found by gene amplification using polymerase chain reaction (PCR) in one of the two biopsy samples taken. No white lesion on the lateral border of tongue had been seen in any patient before treatment, nor were any evident 1 year after treatment. Leucocyte counts were significantly (P = 0.001) lower when the lesion was present than when it was not detected. Before chemotherapy, 70.4% of patients with lesions and 47.6% of patients without lesions had positive salivary yeast cultures. Yeasts could be cultured from the saliva of 80.5% of patients when the lesions were present. In 2 patients clinical oral candidiasis was diagnosed at the time of the lesion. The study revealed a correlation between the occurrence of corrugated white, non-removable lesions of the lateral borders of the tongue, high salivary yeast counts and leucocytopenia.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)